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REPORT OF THE 5
TH

 MEETING OF THE SOUTH AND CENTRAL 

ASIA MAB NETWORK (SACAM) HELD IN ISLAMABAD, PAKISTAN 

ON NOVEMBER 26-27, 2013.  

BACKGROUND 

 

Pakistan is facing huge challenge in managing its environmental resources due to threats such 

as economic conditions, population growth and Climate Change phenomenon causing natural 

disasters. Traditionally a large segment of population especially the rural poor are dependent 

on natural resources, which are depleting at a very fast rate thus efforts for restoration and 

management of natural resources have to be made for sustainable development of the 

country. Protected areas play an important role in conserving biodiversity resources and 

sustaining rural livelihoods. Biodiversity resources help in building the resilience and 

adaptation of local communities to the impacts of climate induced natural disasters such as 

droughts, floods, low productivity. The wise management of forest, coastal, and marine 

ecosystems by the rural poor will be critical in ensuring the future survival of these important 

ecosystems, including the communities that live in them. Man and the Biosphere (MAB) 

Program of United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

provides a solution for sustainable use of natural resources,  innovative conservation 

strategies while involving local communities and preservation of local culture, traditions and 

values. The MAB programme works in a harmonious way while having vertical as well as 

horizontal interactions with stakeholders. The MAN and the Biosphere Programme of MAB 

has a strong link with the regional network, the South and Central Asia MAB Network 

(SACAM) for exchange of knowledge, expertise and guidelines. Pakistan joined this 

programme in 1997 and unfortunately any significant work could not be done until recently 

in 2012 when Ministry of Science and Technology, Pakistan Science Foundation and 

Pakistan Museum of Natural History took initiative to revive the programme.  
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INTRODUCTION OF SACAM 

SACAM is one of the youngest regional MAB network.  The setting up of the network was 

first decided during the Regional Meeting of Coordinators of National MAB Committees and 

Biosphere Reserves organized by UNESCO New Delhi in collaboration with the Indian 

National Committee for MAB and the Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of 

India,  at Dehradun from 22 to 25 February 2001. The meeting was hosted by the Indian 

Council of Forestry Research and Education and was attended by MAB representatives from 

eight Asian countries -Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Islamic Republic of Iran, Mongolia, Nepal, 

Pakistan and Sri Lanka.  At this meeting, participants felt that closer collaboration through 

the creation of a sub-regional network could facilitate information exchange on biodiversity 

conservation, forest ecosystems, land degradation and rehabilitation in vulnerable ecological 

systems.  

In 2002, First SACAM Network Meeting was hosted by MAB-Sri Lanka on “Environmental 

Conservation, Management and Research" in Hikkaduwafrom 15 to 18 Octoberwhich was 

attended by representatives from Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Islamic Republic of Iran, 

Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. One important outcome of the meeting was the 

creation of a new sub-regional MAB network entitled "South and Central Asia MAB 

Network (SACAM)". In this meeting the SACAM statutes were finalized and ways and 

means were discussed to strengthen the network activities. 

In September 2004, the Islamic Republic of Iran hosted the 2nd SACAM Network meeting in 

Zibakenar on 25-28 September, which focused on "Sustainable Eco-tourism in Biosphere 

Reserves and Similarly Managed Areas". The meeting was attended by representatives from 

Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Islamic Republic of Iran, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. The 3
rd

 

meeting of SACAM was held in Jodhpur, India from 12 to 15 November, 2007which focused 

on sustainable management of dry lands.The Meeting was attended by the MAB National 

Committees of the region, member countries of the SACAM Network, dryland experts from 

neighboring Asian countries and countries adjacent to the region such as China, the Russian 

Federation, Arab countries, as well as representatives of national/international organizations 

working on dry land issues.  

The 4
th

 SACAM Meeting was arranged in Qeshm Island, Iran from 14–17 November, 2011. 

The meeting was organized in association with countries of the SACAM network, MAB 
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secretariat as well as the SACAM Secretariat and marked the 40
th

 Anniversary of MAB and 

10
th

 anniversary of the SACAM Network. Around 60 participants including delegates from 

Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Maldives, Pakistan 

and Sri Lanka, attended the meeting.  The meeting was jointly organized by UNESCO New 

Delhi and Tehran Offices and Iranian MAB National Committee. The highlight of the 

recommendations of the meeting was the request to Director General, UNESCO to explore 

the possibility of declaring an international year of Biosphere Reserves within the 

International Decade of Biodiversity. 

A side SACAM meeting was also held in 2013 in Ramsar City, Mazandaran Province of 

Islamic Republic of Iran during the workshop on “Ecosystem Management of Wetlands" 

from 25-26 February followed by "Regional Meeting on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 

Services" from 27-28 February, 2013.  During this meeting, status of the Central Asian States 

was elevated from “Observers” to “Full Members” of the SACAM thus increasing the 

number of member countries up to 14, viz., Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Iran, 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Tajikistan, 

Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. 

5
th

 South and Central Asian MAB Network (SACAM) meeting was held in the Federal 

Capital Islamabad, Pakistan on “Harmonizing Community Livelihood with Biodiversity 

Conservation” onNovember 26-27, 2013.  The 5
th

 SACAM Meeting in Islamabad is 

significant because for the very first time Pakistan is hosting the meeting and Ziarat Juniper 

Forest in Baluchistan which is the second largest Juniper forest of its kind in the world, has 

been designated under the World Network of Biosphere Reserves by the International 

Coordinating Council (ICC) of the UNESCO’s Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme. 

This is the second site in the country after Lal Suhanra Biosphere Reserve in Cholistan Desert 

(near Bhawalpur in Southern Punjab) which was designated in 1977.  Juniper tree species of 

Ziarat have a global significance because of their old age and slow growth rate.  Pakistan also 

has activated National MAB Committee and  has also submitted the nomination dossier for 

the third Biosphere Reserve “The Karakoram Pamir Biosphere Reserve” which, if nominated, 

will be one of the largest Biosphere Reserves of its kind in the world. Pakistan has also 

reviewed the status of Lal Suhanra Biosphere Reserve and submitted the report to UNESCO 

Headquarters.  
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AGENDA OF THE 5
TH

 SACAM MEETING 

Agenda Item No. 1 

Inaugural of the meeting 

a. Chief Guest will inaugurate the meeting 

b. The statements will be given by the representative of MAB-Pakistan, SACAM 

and UNESCO 

Agenda Item No. 2 

Election of Chairman and Co-Chairperson SACAM 

a. Co-Chairman National MAB Committee of the host country will be elected as 

new Chairman SACAM till its next meeting 

b. Outgoing Chair (Iran) will be elected as Co-Chairman of the SACAM  

c. The New Chairman and Co-chair will deliver a brief address 

Agenda Item No. 3 

Adoption of agenda for 5
th

 SACAM Meeting 

a- The programme of the Meeting will be distributed by SACAM Secretariat. The 

Meeting chair may wish to consider and adopt the draft agenda. 

b- After adoption of Agenda by the chair, documentary on “Ziarat Juniper 

Biosphere reserve” prepared jointly by UNESCO and IUCN-Pakistan will be 

played.  

Agenda Item No. 4 

Report on SACAM 

Secretory SACAM will brief about background, progress and future plans of SACAM 

 Network 

Agenda Item No. 5 

Presentations on Harmonizing Community Livelihood with Biodiversity 

Conservation in the context of Biosphere Reserves 

Presentation will be given by the scientists and experts of host country on the theme 

of the meeting followed by the presentations by the representatives of provinces 

Agenda Item No. 6 

New trends in MAB, Biosphere Reserves and Progress in Member Countries  

Ms. Mehrasa Mehrdadi, & Mr. I.A.U. Nimal Gunatilleke will brief the house about 

new trends in MAB & BRs (Zoning & conservation, monitoring, data sharing and 

application of ICTs) followed by the discussion by the members 
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Agenda Item No. 7 

Presentations on Biodiversity & Emerging Global Issues in Biosphere Reserves 

(Climate change, conflicts, vulnerability, etc.) 

Three presentations will be delivered by the experts/scientist and representative of 

Agha Khan Rural Support programme on the theme of the agenda title 

Agenda Item No. 8 

Country Presentations  

Representatives of all member countries will give presentations on the activities of 

MAB programmes in their countries 

Agenda Item No. 9 

Presentation on Opportunities, Issues and Conservation Practices in Major 

Ecosystems 

The hosting country scientists and experts will give presentations on the opportunities, 

issues and conservation practices in major ecosystems of Pakistan 

Agenda Item No. 10  

SACAM Network and regional collaboration 

a. Strengthening collaboration and future priorities and activities in member 

countries 

b. Planning for future collaborative projects among member countries 

c. Assessing the financial needs for Biosphere Reserves and formulation of 

mechanism for their funding opportunity 

d. Preparation of manual for establishment and management of Biosphere Reserves 

e. Strategies for developing Ecotourism in Biosphere Reserves 

f. Promotion of ideas of Trans-boundary Biosphere Reserves (TBRs) and 

identification of potential areas 

g. Capacity building of Regional MAB committees in member states  

h. Networking ideas, website, newsletter etc. 

Agenda Item No. 11 

Date and venue of next meeting 

 Tentative venue and dates of 6
th

 SACAM meeting will be decided 

Agenda Item No. 12  

Any other item from participants  

 Any other item that participating members want to discuss 

Agenda Item No. 13  

Conclusions and Recommendations 

 The conclusions and recommendation of the 5
th

 meeting will be announced 
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PRE-MEETING ACTIVITIES 

 Regular contacts with the member countries via e-mail and telephone calls 

 Contacts and invitations to members National MAB Committee-Pakistan 

 Identification, contacts and interaction with the National Experts 

 Preparation of the topics for deliberations of the National Experts in accordance with the 

theme of the meeting 

 Prepared lists of the guests for Inaugural Ceremony and  Dinner  

 Identification of travel agent for managing travel of the National and International 

Experts 

 Dispatched meeting material to the National and International Participants   

 Managed air travel of National and International Experts 

 Booking of the hotels for National and International Experts 

 Selection of venue for meeting 

 Preparation of the programme for the meeting 

 Prepared and delivered invitation cards, dinner cards 

 Prepared banners and standees for the meeting 

 Prepared the meeting material, speeches, briefs, and elaborations on the programme 

 Prepared the bags for the participants of the technical sessions and dignitaries etc. for the 

meeting 

 Transportation of National and International guests 

 Arranged Cultural night and contacts with Cultural parties for deliverance of show at 

gala dinner 

 Managed reception and departure of National and International guests 

 Prepared souvenirs for the chief guest and dignitaries of the meeting 

 Arranged audiovisual equipment/ material for the meeting 
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ITEM WISE REPORT OF THE SACAM MEETING 

Day 1: November 26, 2013 

 

Agenda Item 1: Inaugural Session of the Meeting 

 

His Excellency Mr. Zahid Hamid, Federal Minister for Science and Technology graced the 

occasion for his presenceas chief guest. The inaugural ceremony began with the recitation of 

Holy Quran. Welcome address was 

given by Dr. Muhammad Rafique, 

Focal Person for MAB-Pakistan 

and he welcomed all guests, 

international delegates from 

SACAM countries and national 

participants from different 

provinces of Pakistan to harness 

the event.Dr. Ram Boojh, 

Secretary SACAM, gave a brief introduction of SACAM Network and expressed his views at 

high for the effort of MAB-Pakistan Secretariat for organizing SCAM meeting very first time 

in Pakistan.  

Dr. Kozue Kay Nagata Director, UNESCO-Pakistan put light on MAB program in general. 

She was pleased to state that SACAM meeting has been materialized during her tenure as 

Director UNESCO-Pakistan. She 

went on expressing that MAB 

programme is progressing well in 

Pakistan and with the efforts of all 

stakeholders,Ziarat Juniper Forest 

of Balochistan has been declared a 

Biosphere Reserve and included in 

the World Network of Biosphere 

Reserves. She highlighted the 

importance of  Gilgit Baltistan and nomination of the Central Karakorum biosphere Reserve 

and explained that area has  the highest peaks, longest glaciers, fresh water lakes and various 

endangered wildlife species. She also spoke on highly informative documentary on Ziarat 

Juniper Biosphere Reserve developed jointly by UNESCO-Pakistan and IUCN-Pakistan. She 



11 
 

stated that SACAM has provided an excellent platform for conservationists, scientists, 

environmentalists and research students to work together and closely in the region. She 

suggested that Tran-boundary Biosphere Reserves should be nominated so the countries in 

the region work together for this cause. She emphasized on the Capacity building of the 

member states through training programmes to enhance the capacity of the MAB 

professionals, conservationists, scientists, research students in the member states. She 

suggested that idea of sustainability science should be introduced while keeping in view the 

post 2015 agenda and the new MillenniumDevelopmentGoals (MDGs), which now will be 

called Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

Han Qunli, Director, Division of Ecological and Earth Sciences as well as  Secretary,  Man 

and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme, UNESCO conveyed the best wishes from the 

Director-General of UNESCO, Ms. Irina Bokova and also warm greetings from Ms Kalonji, 

Assistant Director-General for Natural Sciences of UNESCO, for a very successful and 

productive regional MAB meeting. He narrated that the 5
th

 session of SACAM takes place at 

an important conjuncture of time when  UNESCO has just closed its 37
th

 Session of General 

Conference, during which overall new mid-term strategy 2014-2021 for all UNESCO 

programmes and workplans have been approved. Very importantly, the new strategy of 

UNESCO has made room to further building the connections and synergy with the 

international discussions related to the Post-2015 agenda.  

He stated that UNESCO MAB 

Programme has for several 

decades devoted to international 

cooperation aiming at building a 

more scientifically sound and 

inclusive basis, within both natural 

and social sciences, for the 

rational use and conservation of 

the resources of the biosphere, 

improving the global relationship 

between people and the environment and predicting the consequences of today’s actions on 

tomorrow’s world, and increasing ability of societies to manage efficiently the natural 

resources of the biosphere. He informed that during last four years, 34 Member States 

established 57 new Biosphere Reserves, thereby enlarging the World Network of Biosphere 
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Reserves (WNBR) to 621 sites in 117 countries including the Ziarat Juniper Forest in 

Balochistan, Pakistan.  

He proposed that future MAB strategyneed todevelop new indicators that measure the 

contribution of conservation in green economic growth andsocio-economic development 

leading to welfare of society. The prgramme should pay more attention to modified and 

degraded ecosystems and to those which are so far not well attended such as freshwater 

ecosystems, islands, peri-urban areas, and rural-urban areas in transformation. The strategy 

should also embark on the novel ways and modalities developing new formsof site 

evaluation, designation, networking, knowledge sharing, communication, technical support 

and partnership and financing that are driven not only by the governmental offices and 

scientific communities but also by civil society organizations, private sectors and site 

management communities.  

Dr. Khalil Ahmed Ibupoto, Co-

Chairman National MAB 

Committee-Pakistan andChairman 

Pakistan Science Foundation 

thanked Chairman National MAB 

Committee-Pakistan and Federal 

Secretary, Ministry of Science and 

Technology and the Federal 

Minister for Science and 

Technology for taking out time 

from their busy schedule to participate in this important event. He also welcome the foreign 

delegates and Pakistani scientists and experts for gracing this meeting with their presence.   

Co-Chairman National MAB Committee-Pakistan stressed upon the need of sustainable 

development for making the world worth living for future generations. He reminded that 

climate change and the loss of biodiversity are the most urgent global environmental 

problems. The signs for on-going climate change are obvious and emissions of greenhouse 

gases have increased further, biodiversity losses are ever increasing, and the red list of 

species threatened by extinction is growing at an alarming rate. The world community has to 

take the necessary measures in order to stop these problems getting any worse. 

Dr. Ibupoto proclaimed that Man and the Biosphere programme are considered model regions 

for sustainable development. These are outdoor laboratories in the most positive sense with 

the objective of achieving a harmonious and sustainable coexistence between mankind and 
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nature. He stated that National MAB Committee-Pakistan, in collaboration with stakeholders, 

has been able to reactivate the MAB Programme in the country.  In a short period of one year, 

it has been able to get designation of one biosphere reserve from UNESCO, submitted 

nomination of another biosphere reserve and reviewed the status of already declared 

Biosphere Reserve, the Lal Suhanra Biosphere Reserve. He said that it is an indication of 

engagement of Pakistan Science Foundation in finding solutions to these environmental 

issues via these model regions. We are on our way by which the country can do justice to its 

responsibility for future generations. He hoped that collective wisdom of the participants of 

this important meeting will come up with concrete suggestions to cope with the 

environmental issues for a sustainable future of the mankind.  

Mr. Kamran Ali Qureshi, Federal Secretary for Science and Technology and Chairman 

National MAB Committee-

Pakistan while addressing the 

participants, showed his 

gratificationto jointhe participants 

in the 5th SACAM meeting. He 

regarded it as an excellent 

opportunity to reaffirm the 

commitments of the member states 

and experts for attaining 

sustainability in use of natural resources and building a responsible and prosperous society 

and bridging the communication gap between the scientific community and the public at 

large.He stressed that eradication of biodiversity, land degradation and climate change are 

among the most serious worries that threaten the life on the planet and hamper its 

sustainability. All these challenges have negative impacts on regular access of people to 

enough high-quality food to lead active and healthy lives. Therefore they are threatening food 

security all across the globe. 

He stated that different approaches have been applied so far with the aim of conservation of 

biodiversity resources, combating desertification and mitigating climate change. Modern 

conservation concept of sustainable use of natural resources, while involving and 

empowering communities in protection and management, is the key for success. A good 

example of such an approach is the conservation through Biosphere Reserves followed up 

and promoted by UNESCO. Community based Trophy Hunting Programme in Pakistan and 

in other countries of the world is a success story of this conservation model. 
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He appreciated the efforts of National MAB Committee Pakistan and MAB Secretariat for 

holding this meeting and considered it a great opportunity for bringing all partners together to 

approach the issue from different perspectives with the single objective of improvement in 

the efficiency of Biosphere Reserves as a way towards sustainability.  

Mr. Zahid Hamid,Federal Minister for Science and Technology, considered the 5
th

 SACAM 

meeting as a great honor for 

Government of Pakistan and 

Ministry of Science and 

Technology and thanked Secretary 

Ministry of Science and 

Technology, Chairman Pakistan 

Science Foundation, MAB 

Secretariat and UNESCO for the 

close cooperation in the 

preparation of this meeting. He conveyed that UNESCO Biosphere Reserves are model 

regions for sustainable development and they protect biodiversity, support regional 

marketing, promote eco-tourism, encourage environment friendly agriculture, support 

educational and research activities and interact in a world network. They are particularly 

important today in times of obvious climate change, pollution, desertification, unsustainable 

urbanization and water scarcity.   

He considered the sustainable development as the alternative solution to encounter the 

escalating global changes deteriorating the environment. He stated that there is a common 

recognition around the world that the diversity of life involves both the biological diversity 

and cultural diversity. Traditional societies have interacted with biological diversity for 

thousands of generations and have coevolved and coexisted. The involvement of local 

communities is a great strength of biosphere reserves. It grants nature conservation projects 

the necessary acceptance. It is considered to be central for the management of biosphere 

reserves throughout the whole world. The UNESCO biosphere reserves create local success 

formulae, in order to enable sustainable development to become a reality. Local experience is 

incorporated and distributed in the world network of biosphere reserves.   
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He thanked the distinguished delegates for travelling to Pakistan for this meeting and 

congratulated Secretary MoST and Chairman, Pakistan Science Foundation, National MAB 

committee Pakistan, and UNESCO Pakistan for joining hands for activating MAB-Pakistan 

for achieving the goal of sustainable development.  He hoped that present SACAM meeting 

will serve as a catalyst for achieving this goal.   

 

 

Agenda Item No. 2 Transfer of SACAM Chair 

Dr. Ram Bhooj, Secretary SACAM, facilitated the process of change of SACAM chair. He 

proposed the name of host country, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan for the new chair. The 

proposal was endorsed by the outgoing Chair of SACAM, the Islamic Republic of Iran and 

all the other countries.  As a result, Dr. Khalil Ahmed Ibupoto, the Co-chairman National 

MAB committee-Pakistan and Chairman Pakistan Science Foundation, was elected as 

SACAM Chairman for the next two years or beyond till holding the next SACAM meeting 

and Chairs were exchanged by new and previous Chairpersons. The Secretary SACAM and 

the member states congratulated 

the new chair and offered their full 

support for achieving the common 

goals under the SACAM network.   

The new Chairman SACAM, Dr. 

Khalil Ahmed Ibupoto, thanked the 

secretary SACAM and the member 

countries for showing great 

confidence in him and the country 

for electing him as new Chairman SACAM for Pakistan. While addressing the participants he 

appreciated the efforts and achievements of outgoing Chair Iran for giving new dimensions to 
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SACAM network and providing various opportunities for vigorous interaction among the 

member states. He hoped that support and help of outgoing chair, Iran along with all the 

member states, will remain available to him for promoting and enhancing activities under the 

umbrella of SACAM Network.    

Ms. Mehrasa Mehrdadi, the representative of the outgoing Chair, Iran, congratulated new 

SACAM Chair, Pakistan and ensured full support of Islamic Republic of Iran for SACAM 

Network. She presented a brief report of the activities and achievements made under SACAM 

network for the period, the Islamic Republic of Iran, remained the Chairman SACAM.  The 

achievements of Iran were highly appreciated by the chair and by the member countries.  

 

Agenda Item No. 3 Adoption of agenda for 5
th

 SACAM Meeting 

The Secretary SACAM, Dr. Ram Bhooj sought permission from the SACAM Chair, Dr. 

Khalil Ahmed Ibupoto, for adoption of the distributed agenda for the 5
th

 SACAM meeting. 

With permission of the chair, the agenda of the meeting (Items 1-13) was adopted and regular 

technical sessions, thereafter, were started.  

At beginning of the technical session, the highly informative documentary on Ziarat Juniper 

Biosphere Reserve was played. The documentary has been jointly developed by UNESCO-

Pakistan and IUCN-Pakistan on the landscape, biodiversity, natural resources, indigenous 

culture, and local communities.  The participants of the meeting appreciated the quality and 

contents of the documentary and considered it as an innovative step for information 

dissemination about Biosphere Reserves.    

 

Agenda Item No. 4: Report on SACAM Network 

Dr. Khalil Ahmed Ibupoto, in his capacity as the Chairman, SACAM asked Secretory 

SACAM to give a briefon the background, progress and future plans of SACAM Network. 

Dr. Ram Bhooj gave a brief history and background of SACAM Network and briefly 

presented various activities undertaken under MAB network since its inception. He also 

talked about different Biosphere Reserves in the member countries. 

The Secretary SACAM expressed that 5th SACAM Meeting in Islamabad is significant as it 

is for the first time that Pakistan is hosting the meeting and that the country’s Juniper Forest 

of Ziarat, Baluchistan, the second largest Juniper forest of its kind in the world, has been 

designated under the World Network of Biosphere Reserves by the International 

Coordinating Council (ICC) of the UNESCO’s Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme. 
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This is the second site in the country, after Lal Suhanra Biosphere Reserve in Cholistan 

Desert (near Bhawalpur in Southern Punjab) which was designated in 1977.   

He gave a brief of the thematic 

areas of SACAM activities 

including traditional ecological 

knowledge, biodiversity 

conservation, forest ecosystems, 

land degradation and rehabilitation 

in vulnerable ecological systems 

(such as wetlands, dry lands and 

mountains) and waste management 

with the following objectives: 

 To provide an institutional mechanism to exchange information particularly on the 

management of BRs. 

 To identify, design and implement short-term multi-disciplinary and inter-disciplinary 

studies in and around BRs. 

 To provide opportunities for BR and MAB National Committees to improve their 

knowledge and skills in implementing the Seville Strategy. 

 To promote and strengthen co-operation between the SACAM Network and other 

UNESCO Member States in the Asia Pacific Region. 

 To promote and facilitate information exchange and inter-regional co-operation with 

similar networks and international organizations, such as IUCN, as well as any other 

interested international organization. 

At the end, Secretary SACAM assured his full support to the chair for development of new 

biosphere reserves, sub-regional training programme on planning, management and exchange 

of experiences, and development of innovative new research programmes under SACAM 

umbrella.   

 

Agenda Item No. 5: Presentations on Harmonizing Community Livelihood with 

Biodiversity Conservation in the context of Biosphere Reserves 

 

Following presentations were given by the national experts and representatives of the 

National MAB Committee from various provinces and regions.  
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A- Presentations by the Country Experts 

 Carnivore Fauna of Pakistan, vulnerability, conflicts and community involvement in 

Conservation Practices” by Dr. Ali Nawaz (Executive Director, Snow Leopard 

Foundation-Pakistan). 

 Wildlife of Northern Mountain Regions of Pakistan” byDr. Mumtaz Malik (Ex-Chief 

Conservator of Forests, KPK and Advisor, Forestry and Management Department, 

Haripur University, KPK). 

 Sustainable Conservation, Community Livelihood and Wetlands of Pakistan. By Dr. 

Ghulam Akbar, Sr. Director/ National Programme Manager, Pakistan Wetlands 

Programme, WWF-Pakistan.  

 

B- Presentations by the Provinces/ Regions 

 Biodiversity, Conservation Practices and opportunity for Community Livelihood in Azad 

Jummu & Kashmirby Mr. Muhammad Razzaq , Director, Wildlife and Fisheries 

Department, AJK.  

 Biodiversity, Conservation Practices and opportunity for Community Livelihood in 

Gilgit-BaltistanbyMr. KhadimHussainSaleem , Secretary, Forests, Wildlife, and 

Environment,, Gilgit-Baltistan. 

 Biodiversity, Conservation Practices and opportunity for Community Livelihood in 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwaby Mr. Syed Mubarik Ali Shah Chief Conservator, Wildlife, 

Department of Wildlife KPK.  

 Biodiversity, Conservation Practices and opportunity for Community Livelihood in 

Punjabby Dr. Muhammad Afzal, Punjab Forest Research Institute, M/o Forests, 

Wildlife and Fisheries. 

 Biodiversity, Conservation Practices and opportunity for Community Livelihood in 

Sindhby Mr. Abdul Jabbar Qazi, Deputy Secretary (Technical) Department of 

Forests and Wildlife, Sindh. 

The experts and the provincial representatives gave a comprehensive understanding on 

biodiversity, conservation issues and opportunities of community livelihoods in their 

respective provinces and areas of study. The community livelihoods and specially the 

involvement of communities in conservation practices were highlighted. Community Based 

Trophy Hunting Programme in Pakistan was highlighted in some of the presentations and 

was considered as a model programme for conservation and community livelihood. All the 
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foreign representatives took great interest in the prgramme and obtained complete 

information of this programme. Dr. Han Qunli was very enthusiastic about the concept and 

asked many questions regarding minor details of this programme. He was told that trophy 

hunting is managed in specially designated Community Conservation Areas and is 

completely managed by communities.  The huntable animals are identified by the 

communities of the area which have an established administrative setup. The communities 

are completely involved in the whole process. Fee of the hunt, season and rates are 

determined by the representatives of communities. 80% of the amount goes to community 

and 20% to concerned department which is utilized for various conservation programmes.  

 

Agenda Item No. 6:  New trends in MAB, Biosphere Reserves and Progress in Member 

Countries. 

 

Two technical presentations were given in this session by the experts on presentations on new 

trends in BR Zoning & conservation, monitoring, data sharing and application of ICTs.   

 New trends in MAB & BRs (Zoning & conservation, monitoring, data sharing and 

application of ICTs) by Ms. Mehrasa Mehrdadi, Iran.  

 New trends in MAB & BRs (Zoning & conservation, monitoring, data sharing and 

application of ICTs) by Mr. I.A.U. Nimal Gunatilleke, Sri Lanka.  

 

The presentation was followed by an actives discussion on zoning system in Biosphere 

reserves. The learned speakers highlighted the new trends in zoning the biosphere reserves. 

How the conservation strategies are being implemented in Biosphere Reserves. What is the 

role and responsibilities of communities in Core, Buffer and Transitional Zones. How the 

biosphere reserves are managed, and how the livelihoods are developed and managed in the 

transitional zone.   

 

Agenda Item No. 7: Presentations on Biodiversity & Emerging Global Issues in 

Biosphere Reserves (Climate change, conflicts, vulnerability, 

etc.) 

Three presentations were delivered by the experts/scientists and representative of Agha 

Khan Rural Support programme on the theme of the agenda title.  

 Potential Biosphere Reserve Areas in Pakistan by Mr. Ashiq Ahmed Khan, Scientific 

Representative EvK2CNR, Ex Wildlife Management Specialist, Ex Chief Technical 

Adviser WWF –Pakistan.  
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 Biodiversity, Conservation Practices and opportunity for Community Livelihood in 

Balochistan by Mr. Taj Muhammad, Chief Conservator, Forests & Wildlife 

Department, Balochistan. 

 Role of Agha Khan Foundation in conservation of Biodiversity in Gilgit-Baltistan and 

Chitral By MeladulKarim, Programme Manager High Value Agriculture and Food 

Security and Chief Technical Advisor,  Satpara Development Project. Aga Khan 

Rural Support Programme (AKRSP). 
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GALA DINNER 

Dr. Khalil Ahmed Ibupoto, Co-Chairman National MAB Committee-Pakistan, Chairman 

SACAM and Chairman Pakistan Science Foundation hosted GALA Dinner in honour of the 

foreign delegates from SACAM member countries. Different cultural items of Pakistan were 

presented by the performers, artists, folk singers and musicians in order to introduce them 

with various cultures of different provinces of Pakistan. The purpose of the event was to 

create the real essence of Biosphere Reserves by connecting the delegates with local culture 

and with theme of the 5
th

 SACAM Meeting.  
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Day 2: November 27, 2013 

Agenda Item No. 8: Country Presentations 

Representatives of all member countries gave their presentations  on the activities of MAB 

programmes in their countries.  

 MAB Activities in Afghanistan by Mr. Jafar Pouya, Planning Officer, Planning 

Division, National Environment Protection Agency, Kabul, Afghanistan. 

 MAB Activities in Bhutan by Mr. Ratu Wangchuk, Deputy Chief Forestry Officer , 

Wildlife Conservation Division , Department of Forest and Park Services, Thimphu, 

Bhutan. 

 MAB Activities in India by Dr. S.V. Reddy, Director (Scientific), Ministry of 

Environment and Forests, India 

 MAB Activities in Iran by Ms. Mehrasa Mehrdadi, Technical Expert for Habitats 

and Protected Areas Iranian Biosphere Reserves National Coordinator, Iran.  

 MAB Activities in Kazakhstan  by Dr. Roman Jashinko, Chairman, Kazakhstan 

National MAB Committee, Institute of Zoology, Kazakh National University, 

Almaty, Kazakhstan.  

 MAB Activities in Nepal by Arjun Dhakal, Director/SEEPORT, Nepal 

Environmental and Scientific Services (NESS), Thapathali, Kathmandu, Nepal. 

 MAB Activities in Pakistan  by Dr. Muhammad Rafique, Focal Person for MAB-

Pakistan/ Director, Zoological Sciences Division, Pakistan Museum of Natural 

History, Islamabad.  

 MAB Activities in Sri Lanka by Dr. I.A.U Nimal Gunatilleke, Department of Botany 

Faculty of Science, University of Peradeniya, Peradeniya, Sri Lanka 
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Agenda Item No. 9: Presentation on Opportunities, Issues and Conservation Practices 

in Major Ecosystems. 

Following presentations were given in this session: 

 Biodiversity of Deserts of Pakistan by Dr. Abdul Aleem Chaudhary, Biodiversity 

Consultant, Ex Director General, Wildlife and Parks Department, Punjab.  

 Biodiversity of Coastal Areas of Pakistan by Prof. Dr. Pirzada Jamal Siddiqui, 

Director, Center of Excellence in Marine Biology, University of Karachi. 

 Biodiversity and Conservation in Central Karakorum National Park by Mr. Babar Khan, 

Director, CKNP, WWF Office, Gilgit. 

 Major Biodiversity Habitats of Pakistan by Prof. Z.B. Mirza, Biodiversity Specialist, 

Islamabad.  

 Wildlife Education and Research by Dr. Maqsood Anwar, Associate Professor, 

Department of Wildlife Management, UAAR, Rawalpindi. 

 

Agenda Item No. 10: SACAM Network and regional collaboration (Group discussion 

on strengthening SACAM Network). 

Following were the general topics of discussion: 

 Strengthening collaboration and future priorities and activities in member countries 

 Planning for future collaborative projects among member countries 

 Assessing the financial needs for Biosphere Reserves and formulation of mechanism for 

their funding opportunity 

 Preparation of manual for establishment and management of Biosphere Reserves 

 Strategies for developing Ecotourism in Biosphere Reserves 

 Promotion of ideas of Trans-boundary Biosphere Reserves (TBRs) and identification of 

potential areas 
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 Capacity building of Regional MAB committees in member states  

 Networking ideas, website, newsletter etc. 

Many recommendations were finalized after thorough discussion among the member 

countries, experts and members of the National MAB Committee-Pakistan. 

 

Agenda Item No. 11: Date and venue of next meeting 

Secretary SACAM requested the member states for any suggestion/ proposal for the tentative 

venue and dates of 6
th

 SACAM meeting. Representative of Kazakhstan, Dr. Roman Jashinko 

showed his interest and told the participants that his country is considering the proposal for 

holding the 6
th

 SACAM meeting but he will inform the SACAM Secretariat after consultation 

and approval of his country.  

Agenda Item No. 12: Any other item from participants 

The participants of the meeting encouraged the countries who have no any Biosphere Reserve 

at the moment should encourage their concerned Governments to have at least one Biosphere 

Reserve by the time the 6
th

 SACAM meeting is held. They acknowledged the great 

contribution of Chairman National MAB Committee-Pakistan, Secretary MoST,  Co-

Chairman National MAB Committee-Pakistan, Chairman, PSF and Focal Person for MAB-
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Pakistan for holding this meeting in Islamabad. They also thanked Ministry of Science and 

Technology, Pakistan Science Foundation, Pakistan Museum of Natural History, National 

MAB Committee Pakistan, UNESCO-Pakistan and MAB Secretariat Pakistan for the best 

arrangements of the meeting and for extending best possible hospitality.    

Agenda Item No. 13: Conclusions and Recommendations 

After a thorough discussion, following recommendations were prepared by the stakeholders, 

unanimously. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

A. SACAM 

1. Because of its benefits, member countries are encouraged to create Biosphere Reserve, if 

they do not have any one already.  

2. Build capacities of stakeholders for the designation, and subsequent management of 

Biosphere Reserves. 

3. Work out an incentive package for the promotion of Biosphere Network, keeping in view 

the ground reality that Nations with different levels of socio-economic development 

respond differently to the need for the creation of Biosphere Reserves 

4. Develop guidelines for the management planning of Biosphere Reserves, again keeping in 

view the level of dependence of communities on natural resources 

5. Develop and follow mechanisms for the establishment and management of Trans-

boundary Biosphere Reserves 

6. Provide a visible coordination support for the designation and financing of Trans-

boundary Biosphere Reserves, the establishment of a Biosphere Reserve fund/SACAM 

Trust Fund, local Man and Biosphere Committees. 

B. Member Countries (Collectively) 

1. Arrange a meeting between relevant individuals/institutions of member countries for 

them, especially on the Biosphere Day, to discuss their issues and seek solutions 

regarding the identification and establishment of Biosphere Reserves in general and trans-

boundary Biosphere Reserves in particular with concrete action plan for the next 20 years 

2. Formulate an expert group, comprising of lead persons from individual member countries 

for them to exchange views periodically and discuss and monitor progress related to the 

establishment and management of Biosphere Reserves in individual countries. 
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3. Seek the support of the above Lead Group to formulate outlines of proposals that need to 

be floated for seeking financial support 

 

C. Member Countries (Individual) 

1. Develop capacities of relevant individuals and institutions that are seriously lacking at the 

moment in relation to the concept, criteria, identification of suitable sites, dossier 

development, management planning, obtaining financial support and subsequent 

management of biosphere Reserves. Develop materials/manuals etc. that will address the 

respective needs 

2. Focal Ministries/Departments/Institutions may ensure of working in collaboration with 

relevant organizations in the public and private sectors and for this purpose, there must be 

a technical committee, comprising of members from the national Man and Biosphere 

Committee and experts on different components of the National Environment. 

Recommendations of this committee must formulate agenda for the National Man and 

Biosphere meeting and be involved in the monitoring process of various Biosphere 

Reserves, their establishment and management. 

3. Promote research and education, training and awareness at relevant levels. 

4. Projects and programmes, addressing sectors related to Biosphere reserve may work in 

coordination with each other. 

5. Provide update/news related to biosphere reserves (SACAM/National MAB Programme) 
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