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REPORT OF THE 5" MEETING OF THE SOUTH AND CENTRAL
ASIA MAB NETWORK (SACAM) HELD IN ISLAMABAD, PAKISTAN
ON NOVEMBER 26-27, 2013.

BACKGROUND

Pakistan is facing huge challenge in managing its environmental resources due to threats such
as economic conditions, population growth and Climate Change phenomenon causing natural
disasters. Traditionally a large segment of population especially the rural poor are dependent
on natural resources, which are depleting at a very fast rate thus efforts for restoration and
management of natural resources have to be made for sustainable development of the
country. Protected areas play an important role in conserving biodiversity resources and
sustaining rural livelihoods. Biodiversity resources help in building the resilience and
adaptation of local communities to the impacts of climate induced natural disasters such as
droughts, floods, low productivity. The wise management of forest, coastal, and marine
ecosystems by the rural poor will be critical in ensuring the future survival of these important
ecosystems, including the communities that live in them. Man and the Biosphere (MAB)
Program of United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
provides a solution for sustainable use of natural resources, innovative conservation
strategies while involving local communities and preservation of local culture, traditions and
values. The MAB programme works in a harmonious way while having vertical as well as
horizontal interactions with stakeholders. The MAN and the Biosphere Programme of MAB
has a strong link with the regional network, the South and Central Asia MAB Network
(SACAM) for exchange of knowledge, expertise and guidelines. Pakistan joined this
programme in 1997 and unfortunately any significant work could not be done until recently
in 2012 when Ministry of Science and Technology, Pakistan Science Foundation and
Pakistan Museum of Natural History took initiative to revive the programme.



INTRODUCTION OF SACAM

SACAM is one of the youngest regional MAB network. The setting up of the network was
first decided during the Regional Meeting of Coordinators of National MAB Committees and
Biosphere Reserves organized by UNESCO New Delhi in collaboration with the Indian
National Committee for MAB and the Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of
India, at Dehradun from 22 to 25 February 2001. The meeting was hosted by the Indian
Council of Forestry Research and Education and was attended by MAB representatives from
eight Asian countries -Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Islamic Republic of Iran, Mongolia, Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka. At this meeting, participants felt that closer collaboration through
the creation of a sub-regional network could facilitate information exchange on biodiversity
conservation, forest ecosystems, land degradation and rehabilitation in vulnerable ecological

systems.

In 2002, First SACAM Network Meeting was hosted by MAB-Sri Lanka on “Environmental
Conservation, Management and Research” in Hikkaduwafrom 15 to 18 Octoberwhich was
attended by representatives from Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Islamic Republic of Iran,
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. One important outcome of the meeting was the
creation of a new sub-regional MAB network entitled "South and Central Asia MAB
Network (SACAM)". In this meeting the SACAM statutes were finalized and ways and

means were discussed to strengthen the network activities.

In September 2004, the Islamic Republic of Iran hosted the 2nd SACAM Network meeting in
Zibakenar on 25-28 September, which focused on "Sustainable Eco-tourism in Biosphere
Reserves and Similarly Managed Areas”. The meeting was attended by representatives from
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Islamic Republic of Iran, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. The 3"
meeting of SACAM was held in Jodhpur, India from 12 to 15 November, 2007which focused
on sustainable management of dry lands.The Meeting was attended by the MAB National
Committees of the region, member countries of the SACAM Network, dryland experts from
neighboring Asian countries and countries adjacent to the region such as China, the Russian
Federation, Arab countries, as well as representatives of national/international organizations

working on dry land issues.

The 4™ SACAM Meeting was arranged in Qeshm Island, Iran from 14-17 November, 2011.
The meeting was organized in association with countries of the SACAM network, MAB



secretariat as well as the SACAM Secretariat and marked the 40™ Anniversary of MAB and
10" anniversary of the SACAM Network. Around 60 participants including delegates from
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Maldives, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka, attended the meeting. The meeting was jointly organized by UNESCO New
Delhi and Tehran Offices and Iranian MAB National Committee. The highlight of the
recommendations of the meeting was the request to Director General, UNESCO to explore
the possibility of declaring an international year of Biosphere Reserves within the

International Decade of Biodiversity.

A side SACAM meeting was also held in 2013 in Ramsar City, Mazandaran Province of
Islamic Republic of Iran during the workshop on “Ecosystem Management of Wetlands"
from 25-26 February followed by "Regional Meeting on Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services" from 27-28 February, 2013. During this meeting, status of the Central Asian States
was elevated from “Observers” to “Full Members” of the SACAM thus increasing the
number of member countries up to 14, viz., Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Iran,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.

5" South and Central Asian MAB Network (SACAM) meeting was held in the Federal
Capital Islamabad, Pakistan on “Harmonizing Community Livelihood with Biodiversity
Conservation” onNovember 26-27, 2013. The 5" SACAM Meeting in Islamabad is
significant because for the very first time Pakistan is hosting the meeting and Ziarat Juniper
Forest in Baluchistan which is the second largest Juniper forest of its kind in the world, has
been designated under the World Network of Biosphere Reserves by the International
Coordinating Council (ICC) of the UNESCO’s Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme.
This is the second site in the country after Lal Suhanra Biosphere Reserve in Cholistan Desert
(near Bhawalpur in Southern Punjab) which was designated in 1977. Juniper tree species of
Ziarat have a global significance because of their old age and slow growth rate. Pakistan also
has activated National MAB Committee and has also submitted the nomination dossier for
the third Biosphere Reserve “The Karakoram Pamir Biosphere Reserve” which, if nominated,
will be one of the largest Biosphere Reserves of its kind in the world. Pakistan has also
reviewed the status of Lal Suhanra Biosphere Reserve and submitted the report to UNESCO

Headquarters.



AGENDA OF THE 5" SACAM MEETING

Agenda Item No. 1

Inaugural of the meeting

a. Chief Guest will inaugurate the meeting
b. The statements will be given by the representative of MAB-Pakistan, SACAM
and UNESCO

Agenda Item No. 2

Election of Chairman and Co-Chairperson SACAM

a. Co-Chairman National MAB Committee of the host country will be elected as
new Chairman SACAM till its next meeting

b. Outgoing Chair (Iran) will be elected as Co-Chairman of the SACAM

c. The New Chairman and Co-chair will deliver a brief address

Agenda Item No. 3

Adoption of agenda for 5™ SACAM Meeting

a- The programme of the Meeting will be distributed by SACAM Secretariat. The
Meeting chair may wish to consider and adopt the draft agenda.

b- After adoption of Agenda by the chair, documentary on “Ziarat Juniper
Biosphere reserve” prepared jointly by UNESCO and IUCN-Pakistan will be
played.

Agenda Item No. 4
Report on SACAM

Secretory SACAM will brief about background, progress and future plans of SACAM
Network

Agenda Item No. 5
Presentations _on__Harmonizing Community _Livelihood with Biodiversity
Conservation in the context of Biosphere Reserves
Presentation will be given by the scientists and experts of host country on the theme
of the meeting followed by the presentations by the representatives of provinces
Agenda Item No. 6
New trends in MAB, Biosphere Reserves and Progress in Member Countries
Ms. Mehrasa Mehrdadi, & Mr. I.A.U. Nimal Gunatilleke will brief the house about
new trends in MAB & BRs (Zoning & conservation, monitoring, data sharing and
application of ICTs) followed by the discussion by the members




Agenda Item No. 7
Presentations on Biodiversity & Emerging Global Issues in Biosphere Reserves
(Climate change, conflicts, vulnerability, etc.)
Three presentations will be delivered by the experts/scientist and representative of
Agha Khan Rural Support programme on the theme of the agenda title
Agenda Item No. 8
Country Presentations
Representatives of all member countries will give presentations on the activities of
MAB programmes in their countries
Agenda Item No. 9
Presentation on Opportunities, Issues and Conservation Practices in Major
Ecosystems
The hosting country scientists and experts will give presentations on the opportunities,
issues and conservation practices in major ecosystems of Pakistan
Agenda Item No. 10
SACAM Network and regional collaboration
a. Strengthening collaboration and future priorities and activities in member
countries
Planning for future collaborative projects among member countries
c. Assessing the financial needs for Biosphere Reserves and formulation of
mechanism for their funding opportunity
Preparation of manual for establishment and management of Biosphere Reserves
Strategies for developing Ecotourism in Biosphere Reserves
f. Promotion of ideas of Trans-boundary Biosphere Reserves (TBRs) and
identification of potential areas
g. Capacity building of Regional MAB committees in member states
h. Networking ideas, website, newsletter etc.

Agenda Item No. 11
Date and venue of next meeting
Tentative venue and dates of 6" SACAM meeting will be decided
Agenda Item No. 12
Any other item from participants
Any other item that participating members want to discuss
Agenda Item No. 13
Conclusions and Recommendations
The conclusions and recommendation of the 5™ meeting will be announced




PRE-MEETING ACTIVITIES
Regular contacts with the member countries via e-mail and telephone calls
Contacts and invitations to members National MAB Committee-Pakistan
Identification, contacts and interaction with the National Experts

Preparation of the topics for deliberations of the National Experts in accordance with the
theme of the meeting

Prepared lists of the guests for Inaugural Ceremony and Dinner

Identification of travel agent for managing travel of the National and International
Experts

Dispatched meeting material to the National and International Participants
Managed air travel of National and International Experts

Booking of the hotels for National and International Experts

Selection of venue for meeting

Preparation of the programme for the meeting

Prepared and delivered invitation cards, dinner cards

Prepared banners and standees for the meeting

Prepared the meeting material, speeches, briefs, and elaborations on the programme

Prepared the bags for the participants of the technical sessions and dignitaries etc. for the
meeting

Transportation of National and International guests

Arranged Cultural night and contacts with Cultural parties for deliverance of show at
gala dinner

Managed reception and departure of National and International guests
Prepared souvenirs for the chief guest and dignitaries of the meeting

Arranged audiovisual equipment/ material for the meeting



ITEM WISE REPORT OF THE SACAM MEETING

Day 1: November 26, 2013

Agenda Item 1: Inaugural Session of the Meeting

His Excellency Mr. Zahid Hamid, Federal Minister for Science and Technology graced the

occasion for his presenceas chief guest. The inaugural ceremony began with the recitation of

Holy Quran. Welcome address was
given by Dr. Muhammad Rafique,
Focal Person for MAB-Pakistan
and he welcomed all guests,
international ~ delegates  from

SACAM countries and national
Marnoft
ISLANABRBAD

provinces of Pakistan to harness il

participants from different

the event.Dr. Ram  Boojh, § :
Secretary SACAM, gave a brief introduction of SACAM Network and expressed his views at
high for the effort of MAB-Pakistan Secretariat for organizing SCAM meeting very first time
in Pakistan.

Dr. Kozue Kay Nagata Director, UNESCO-Pakistan put light on MAB program in general.
She was pleased to state that SACAM meeting has been materialized during her tenure as
Director UNESCO-Pakistan. She
went on expressing that MAB | ' ‘ oo ¢
programme is progressing well in 7.3 “ H-""°"s“°°“‘“““
Pakistan and with the efforts of all "

stakeholders,Ziarat Juniper Forest

of Balochistan has been declared a pa@ === ¥ art rioll
Biosphere Reserve and included in R | 1SLANABAD

the World Network of Biosphere '

Reserves. She highlighted the R\ .

importance of Gilgit Baltistan and nomination of the Central Karakorum biosphere Reserve
and explained that area has the highest peaks, longest glaciers, fresh water lakes and various
endangered wildlife species. She also spoke on highly informative documentary on Ziarat
Juniper Biosphere Reserve developed jointly by UNESCO-Pakistan and IUCN-Pakistan. She
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stated that SACAM has provided an excellent platform for conservationists, scientists,
environmentalists and research students to work together and closely in the region. She
suggested that Tran-boundary Biosphere Reserves should be nominated so the countries in
the region work together for this cause. She emphasized on the Capacity building of the
member states through training programmes to enhance the capacity of the MAB
professionals, conservationists, scientists, research students in the member states. She
suggested that idea of sustainability science should be introduced while keeping in view the
post 2015 agenda and the new MillenniumDevelopmentGoals (MDGs), which now will be
called Sustainable Development Goals (SDGSs).

Han Qunli, Director, Division of Ecological and Earth Sciences as well as Secretary, Man
and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme, UNESCO conveyed the best wishes from the
Director-General of UNESCO, Ms. Irina Bokova and also warm greetings from Ms Kalonji,
Assistant Director-General for Natural Sciences of UNESCO, for a very successful and
productive regional MAB meeting. He narrated that the 5™ session of SACAM takes place at
an important conjuncture of time when UNESCO has just closed its 37" Session of General
Conference, during which overall new mid-term strategy 2014-2021 for all UNESCO
programmes and workplans have been approved. Very importantly, the new strategy of
UNESCO has made room to further building the connections and synergy with the
international discussions related to the Post-2015 agenda.

He stated that UNESCO MAB

Programme has for several

decades devoted to international
cooperation aiming at building a |
more scientifically sound and
inclusive basis, within both natural
and social sciences, for the

rational use and conservation of

the resources of the biosphere,

AL, Q‘é/’ z

Sg—"

improving the global relationship
between people and the environment and predicting the consequences of today’s actions on
tomorrow’s world, and increasing ability of societies to manage efficiently the natural
resources of the biosphere. He informed that during last four years, 34 Member States

established 57 new Biosphere Reserves, thereby enlarging the World Network of Biosphere
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Reserves (WNBR) to 621 sites in 117 countries including the Ziarat Juniper Forest in
Balochistan, Pakistan.

He proposed that future MAB strategyneed todevelop new indicators that measure the
contribution of conservation in green economic growth andsocio-economic development
leading to welfare of society. The prgramme should pay more attention to modified and
degraded ecosystems and to those which are so far not well attended such as freshwater
ecosystems, islands, peri-urban areas, and rural-urban areas in transformation. The strategy
should also embark on the novel ways and modalities developing new formsof site
evaluation, designation, networking, knowledge sharing, communication, technical support
and partnership and financing that are driven not only by the governmental offices and
scientific communities but also by civil society organizations, private sectors and site
management communities.

Dr. Khalil Ahmed Ibupoto, Co-
Chairman National MAB

Committee-Pakistan andChairman

Pakistan  Science  Foundation
thanked Chairman National MAB
Committee-Pakistan and Federal

Secretary, Ministry of Science and

Technology and the Federal

Minister for  Science and

Technology for taking out time

from their busy schedule to participate in this important event. He also welcome the foreign
delegates and Pakistani scientists and experts for gracing this meeting with their presence.
Co-Chairman National MAB Committee-Pakistan stressed upon the need of sustainable
development for making the world worth living for future generations. He reminded that
climate change and the loss of biodiversity are the most urgent global environmental
problems. The signs for on-going climate change are obvious and emissions of greenhouse
gases have increased further, biodiversity losses are ever increasing, and the red list of
species threatened by extinction is growing at an alarming rate. The world community has to
take the necessary measures in order to stop these problems getting any worse.

Dr. Ibupoto proclaimed that Man and the Biosphere programme are considered model regions
for sustainable development. These are outdoor laboratories in the most positive sense with
the objective of achieving a harmonious and sustainable coexistence between mankind and

12



nature. He stated that National MAB Committee-Pakistan, in collaboration with stakeholders,
has been able to reactivate the MAB Programme in the country. In a short period of one year,
it has been able to get designation of one biosphere reserve from UNESCO, submitted
nomination of another biosphere reserve and reviewed the status of already declared
Biosphere Reserve, the Lal Suhanra Biosphere Reserve. He said that it is an indication of
engagement of Pakistan Science Foundation in finding solutions to these environmental
issues via these model regions. We are on our way by which the country can do justice to its
responsibility for future generations. He hoped that collective wisdom of the participants of
this important meeting will come up with concrete suggestions to cope with the
environmental issues for a sustainable future of the mankind.

Mr. Kamran Ali Qureshi, Federal Secretary for Science and Technology and Chairman
National MAB  Committee-
Pakistan while addressing the
participants, showed his
gratificationto jointhe participants
in the 5th SACAM meeting. He
regarded it as an excellent
opportunity to reaffirm the

commitments of the member states

and  experts  for attaining |EEEEEEE il mg:g;

sustainability in use of natural resources and building a responsible and prosperous society
and bridging the communication gap between the scientific community and the public at
large.He stressed that eradication of biodiversity, land degradation and climate change are
among the most serious worries that threaten the life on the planet and hamper its
sustainability. All these challenges have negative impacts on regular access of people to
enough high-quality food to lead active and healthy lives. Therefore they are threatening food
security all across the globe.

He stated that different approaches have been applied so far with the aim of conservation of
biodiversity resources, combating desertification and mitigating climate change. Modern
conservation concept of sustainable use of natural resources, while involving and
empowering communities in protection and management, is the key for success. A good
example of such an approach is the conservation through Biosphere Reserves followed up
and promoted by UNESCO. Community based Trophy Hunting Programme in Pakistan and

in other countries of the world is a success story of this conservation model.
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He appreciated the efforts of National MAB Committee Pakistan and MAB Secretariat for
holding this meeting and considered it a great opportunity for bringing all partners together to
approach the issue from different perspectives with the single objective of improvement in
the efficiency of Biosphere Reserves as a way towards sustainability.

Mr. Zahid Hamid,Federal Minister for Science and Technology, considered the 5" SACAM

meeting as a great honor for —_ R |

Government of Pakistan and
Ministry  of  Science  and
Technology and thanked Secretary
Ministry  of  Science  and
Technology, Chairman Pakistan
Science Foundation, MAB
Secretariat and UNESCO for the
close  cooperation in  the

L

preparation of this meeting. He conveyed that UNESC Biosphere Reserves are mode
regions for sustainable development and they protect biodiversity, support regional
marketing, promote eco-tourism, encourage environment friendly agriculture, support
educational and research activities and interact in a world network. They are particularly
important today in times of obvious climate change, pollution, desertification, unsustainable
urbanization and water scarcity.

He considered the sustainable development as the alternative solution to encounter the
escalating global changes deteriorating the environment. He stated that there is a common
recognition around the world that the diversity of life involves both the biological diversity
and cultural diversity. Traditional societies have interacted with biological diversity for
thousands of generations and have coevolved and coexisted. The involvement of local
communities is a great strength of biosphere reserves. It grants nature conservation projects
the necessary acceptance. It is considered to be central for the management of biosphere
reserves throughout the whole world. The UNESCO biosphere reserves create local success
formulae, in order to enable sustainable development to become a reality. Local experience is
incorporated and distributed in the world network of biosphere reserves.
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He thanked the distinguished delegates for travelling to Pakistan for this meeting and
congratulated Secretary MoST and Chairman, Pakistan Science Foundation, National MAB
committee Pakistan, and UNESCO Pakistan for joining hands for activating MAB-Pakistan
for achieving the goal of sustainable development. He hoped that present SACAM meeting

will serve as a catalyst for achieving this goal.

Agenda Item No. 2 Transfer of SACAM Chair

Dr. Ram Bhooj, Secretary SACAM, facilitated the process of change of SACAM chair. He
proposed the name of host country, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan for the new chair. The
proposal was endorsed by the outgoing Chair of SACAM, the Islamic Republic of Iran and
all the other countries. As a result, Dr. Khalil Ahmed Ibupoto, the Co-chairman National
MAB committee-Pakistan and Chairman Pakistan Science Foundation, was elected as
SACAM Chairman for the next two years or beyond till holding the next SACAM meeting
and Chairs were exchanged by new and previous Chairpersons. The Secretary SACAM and

the member states congratulated
the new chair and offered their full
support for achieving the common
goals under the SACAM network.

The new Chairman SACAM, Dr.
Khalil Ahmed Ibupoto, thanked the
secretary SACAM and the member 7,
countries  for showing great
confidence in him and the country
for electing him as new Chairman SACAM for Pakistan. While addressing the participants he

appreciated the efforts and achievements of outgoing Chair Iran for giving new dimensions to
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SACAM network and providing various opportunities for vigorous interaction among the
member states. He hoped that support and help of outgoing chair, Iran along with all the
member states, will remain available to him for promoting and enhancing activities under the
umbrella of SACAM Network.

Ms. Mehrasa Mehrdadi, the representative of the outgoing Chair, Iran, congratulated new
SACAM Chair, Pakistan and ensured full support of Islamic Republic of Iran for SACAM
Network. She presented a brief report of the activities and achievements made under SACAM
network for the period, the Islamic Republic of Iran, remained the Chairman SACAM. The

achievements of Iran were highly appreciated by the chair and by the member countries.

Agenda Item No. 3 Adoption of agenda for 5" SACAM Meeting

The Secretary SACAM, Dr. Ram Bhooj sought permission from the SACAM Chair, Dr.
Khalil Ahmed Ibupoto, for adoption of the distributed agenda for the 5™ SACAM meeting.
With permission of the chair, the agenda of the meeting (Items 1-13) was adopted and regular
technical sessions, thereafter, were started.

At beginning of the technical session, the highly informative documentary on Ziarat Juniper
Biosphere Reserve was played. The documentary has been jointly developed by UNESCO-
Pakistan and IUCN-Pakistan on the landscape, biodiversity, natural resources, indigenous
culture, and local communities. The participants of the meeting appreciated the quality and
contents of the documentary and considered it as an innovative step for information

dissemination about Biosphere Reserves.

Agenda Item No. 4: Report on SACAM Network

Dr. Khalil Ahmed Ibupoto, in his capacity as the Chairman, SACAM asked Secretory
SACAM to give a briefon the background, progress and future plans of SACAM Network.
Dr. Ram Bhooj gave a brief history and background of SACAM Network and briefly
presented various activities undertaken under MAB network since its inception. He also
talked about different Biosphere Reserves in the member countries.

The Secretary SACAM expressed that 5th SACAM Meeting in Islamabad is significant as it
is for the first time that Pakistan is hosting the meeting and that the country’s Juniper Forest
of Ziarat, Baluchistan, the second largest Juniper forest of its kind in the world, has been
designated under the World Network of Biosphere Reserves by the International
Coordinating Council (ICC) of the UNESCO’s Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme.
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This is the second site in the country, after Lal Suhanra Biosphere Reserve in Cholistan
Desert (near Bhawalpur in Southern Punjab) which was designated in 1977.

He gave a brief of the thematic izing Community LIVETINOOU Wit =
e November 26 - 27,2013

U VY
|slamabad —

areas of SACAM activities

R BY
 oRGANIZED

including traditional ecological B ot £ Paiistan Muse
knowledge, biodiversity L
conservation, forest ecosystems,
land degradation and rehabilitation
in vulnerable ecological systems

(such as wetlands, dry lands and

mountains) and waste management &4

with the following objectives:

e To provide an institutional mechanism to exchange information particularly on the
management of BRs.

e To identify, design and implement short-term multi-disciplinary and inter-disciplinary
studies in and around BRs.

e To provide opportunities for BR and MAB National Committees to improve their
knowledge and skills in implementing the Seville Strategy.

e To promote and strengthen co-operation between the SACAM Network and other
UNESCO Member States in the Asia Pacific Region.

e To promote and facilitate information exchange and inter-regional co-operation with
similar networks and international organizations, such as IUCN, as well as any other
interested international organization.

At the end, Secretary SACAM assured his full support to the chair for development of new

biosphere reserves, sub-regional training programme on planning, management and exchange

of experiences, and development of innovative new research programmes under SACAM

umbrella.

Agenda Item No. 5: Presentations on Harmonizing Community Livelihood with
Biodiversity Conservation in the context of Biosphere Reserves

Following presentations were given by the national experts and representatives of the

National MAB Committee from various provinces and regions.
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Presentations by the Country Experts

Carnivore Fauna of Pakistan, vulnerability, conflicts and community involvement in
Conservation Practices” by Dr. Ali Nawaz (Executive Director, Snow Leopard
Foundation-Pakistan).

Wildlife of Northern Mountain Regions of Pakistan” byDr. Mumtaz Malik (Ex-Chief
Conservator of Forests, KPK and Advisor, Forestry and Management Department,
Haripur University, KPK).

Sustainable Conservation, Community Livelihood and Wetlands of Pakistan. By Dr.
Ghulam Akbar, Sr. Director/ National Programme Manager, Pakistan Wetlands

Programme, WWF-Pakistan.

Presentations by the Provinces/ Regions

Biodiversity, Conservation Practices and opportunity for Community Livelihood in Azad
Jummu & Kashmirby Mr. Muhammad Razzaq , Director, Wildlife and Fisheries
Department, AJK.

Biodiversity, Conservation Practices and opportunity for Community Livelihood in
Gilgit-BaltistanbyMr. KhadimHussainSaleem , Secretary, Forests, Wildlife, and
Environment,, Gilgit-Baltistan.

Biodiversity, Conservation Practices and opportunity for Community Livelihood in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwaby Mr. Syed Mubarik Ali Shah Chief Conservator, Wildlife,
Department of Wildlife KPK.

Biodiversity, Conservation Practices and opportunity for Community Livelihood in
Punjabby Dr. Muhammad Afzal, Punjab Forest Research Institute, M/o Forests,
Wildlife and Fisheries.

Biodiversity, Conservation Practices and opportunity for Community Livelihood in
Sindhby Mr. Abdul Jabbar Qazi, Deputy Secretary (Technical) Department of
Forests and Wildlife, Sindh.

The experts and the provincial representatives gave a comprehensive understanding on

biodiversity, conservation issues and opportunities of community livelihoods in their

respective provinces and areas of study. The community livelihoods and specially the

involvement of communities in conservation practices were highlighted. Community Based

Trophy Hunting Programme in Pakistan was highlighted in some of the presentations and

was considered as a model programme for conservation and community livelihood. All the
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foreign representatives took great interest in the prgramme and obtained complete
information of this programme. Dr. Han Qunli was very enthusiastic about the concept and
asked many questions regarding minor details of this programme. He was told that trophy
hunting is managed in specially designated Community Conservation Areas and is
completely managed by communities. The huntable animals are identified by the
communities of the area which have an established administrative setup. The communities
are completely involved in the whole process. Fee of the hunt, season and rates are
determined by the representatives of communities. 80% of the amount goes to community

and 20% to concerned department which is utilized for various conservation programmes.

Agenda Item No. 6: New trends in MAB, Biosphere Reserves and Progress in Member
Countries.

Two technical presentations were given in this session by the experts on presentations on new

trends in BR Zoning & conservation, monitoring, data sharing and application of ICTs.

e New trends in MAB & BRs (Zoning & conservation, monitoring, data sharing and
application of ICTs) by Ms. Mehrasa Mehrdadi, Iran.

e New trends in MAB & BRs (Zoning & conservation, monitoring, data sharing and
application of ICTs) by Mr. I.LA.U. Nimal Gunatilleke, Sri Lanka.

The presentation was followed by an actives discussion on zoning system in Biosphere
reserves. The learned speakers highlighted the new trends in zoning the biosphere reserves.
How the conservation strategies are being implemented in Biosphere Reserves. What is the
role and responsibilities of communities in Core, Buffer and Transitional Zones. How the
biosphere reserves are managed, and how the livelihoods are developed and managed in the

transitional zone.

Agenda Item No. 7: Presentations on Biodiversity & Emerging Global Issues in
Biosphere Reserves (Climate change, conflicts, vulnerability,
etc.)

Three presentations were delivered by the experts/scientists and representative of Agha

Khan Rural Support programme on the theme of the agenda title.

e Potential Biosphere Reserve Areas in Pakistan by Mr. Ashiqg Ahmed Khan, Scientific
Representative EVK2CNR, Ex Wildlife Management Specialist, Ex Chief Technical
Adviser WWF —Pakistan.
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Biodiversity, Conservation Practices and opportunity for Community Livelihood in
Balochistan by Mr. Taj Muhammad, Chief Conservator, Forests & Wildlife
Department, Balochistan.

Role of Agha Khan Foundation in conservation of Biodiversity in Gilgit-Baltistan and
Chitral By MeladulKarim, Programme Manager High Value Agriculture and Food
Security and Chief Technical Advisor, Satpara Development Project. Aga Khan
Rural Support Programme (AKRSP).

atiio ! |
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GALA DINNER

Dr. Khalil Ahmed Ibupoto, Co-Chairman National MAB Committee-Pakistan, Chairman
SACAM and Chairman Pakistan Science Foundation hosted GALA Dinner in honour of the
foreign delegates from SACAM member countries. Different cultural items of Pakistan were
presented by the performers, artists, folk singers and musicians in order to introduce them

with various cultures of different provinces of Pakistan. The purpose of the event was to

create the real essence of Biosphere Reserves by connecting the delegates with local culture
and with theme of the 5" SACAM Meeting.
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Day 2: November 27, 2013

Agenda Item No. 8: Country Presentations

Representatives of all member countries gave their presentations on the activities of MAB

programmes in their countries.

MAB Activities in Afghanistan by Mr. Jafar Pouya, Planning Officer, Planning

Division, National Environment Protection Agency, Kabul, Afghanistan.

MAB Activities in Bhutan by Mr. Ratu Wangchuk, Deputy Chief Forestry Officer ,
Wildlife Conservation Division , Department of Forest and Park Services, Thimphu,
Bhutan.

MAB Activities in India by Dr. S.V. Reddy, Director (Scientific), Ministry of

Environment and Forests, India

MAB Activities in Iran by Ms. Mehrasa Mehrdadi, Technical Expert for Habitats
and Protected Areas Iranian Biosphere Reserves National Coordinator, Iran.

MAB Activities in Kazakhstan by Dr. Roman Jashinko, Chairman, Kazakhstan
National MAB Committee, Institute of Zoology, Kazakh National University,
Almaty, Kazakhstan.

MAB Activities in Nepal by Arjun Dhakal, Director/SEEPORT, Nepal
Environmental and Scientific Services (NESS), Thapathali, Kathmandu, Nepal.
MAB Activities in Pakistan by Dr. Muhammad Rafique, Focal Person for MAB-
Pakistan/ Director, Zoological Sciences Division, Pakistan Museum of Natural
History, Islamabad.

MAB Activities in Sri Lanka by Dr. I.A.U Nimal Gunatilleke, Department of Botany

Faculty of Science, University of Peradeniya, Peradeniya, Sri Lanka
B




Agenda Item No. 9: Presentation on Opportunities, Issues and Conservation Practices

in Major Ecosystems.

Following presentations were given in this session:

Biodiversity of Deserts of Pakistan by Dr. Abdul Aleem Chaudhary, Biodiversity
Consultant, Ex Director General, Wildlife and Parks Department, Punjab.
Biodiversity of Coastal Areas of Pakistan by Prof. Dr. Pirzada Jamal Siddiqui,
Director, Center of Excellence in Marine Biology, University of Karachi.

Biodiversity and Conservation in Central Karakorum National Park by Mr. Babar Khan,
Director, CKNP, WWF Office, Gilgit.

Major Biodiversity Habitats of Pakistan by Prof. Z.B. Mirza, Biodiversity Specialist,
Islamabad.

Wildlife Education and Research by Dr. Maqgsood Anwar, Associate Professor,

Department of Wildlife Management, UAAR, Rawalpindi.

Agenda Item No. 10: SACAM Network and regional collaboration (Group discussion

on strengthening SACAM Network).

Following were the general topics of discussion:

Strengthening collaboration and future priorities and activities in member countries
Planning for future collaborative projects among member countries

Assessing the financial needs for Biosphere Reserves and formulation of mechanism for
their funding opportunity

Preparation of manual for establishment and management of Biosphere Reserves
Strategies for developing Ecotourism in Biosphere Reserves

Promotion of ideas of Trans-boundary Biosphere Reserves (TBRs) and identification of
potential areas
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e  Capacity building of Regional MAB committees in member states

e Networking ideas, website, newsletter etc.

Many recommendations were finalized after thorough discussion among the member

countries, experts and members of the National MAB Committee-Pakistan.

Agenda Item No. 11: Date and venue of next meeting

Secretary SACAM requested the member states for any suggestion/ proposal for the tentative
venue and dates of 6" SACAM meeting. Representative of Kazakhstan, Dr. Roman Jashinko
showed his interest and told the participants that his country is considering the proposal for
holding the 6™ SACAM meeting but he will inform the SACAM Secretariat after consultation

and approval of his country.
Agenda Item No. 12: Any other item from participants

The participants of the meeting encouraged the countries who have no any Biosphere Reserve
at the moment should encourage their concerned Governments to have at least one Biosphere
Reserve by the time the 6" SACAM meeting is held. They acknowledged the great
contribution of Chairman National MAB Committee-Pakistan, Secretary MoST, Co-
Chairman National MAB Committee-Pakistan, Chairman, PSF and Focal Person for MAB-
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Pakistan for holding this meeting in Islamabad. They also thanked Ministry of Science and

Technology, Pakistan Science Foundation, Pakistan Museum of Natural History, National
MAB Committee Pakistan, UNESCO-Pakistan and MAB Secretariat Pakistan for the best

arrangements of the meeting and for extending best possible hospitality.

Agenda Item No. 13: Conclusions and Recommendations

After a thorough discussion, following recommendations were prepared by the stakeholders,

unanimously.

RECOMMENDATIONS

A. SACAM

1.

Because of its benefits, member countries are encouraged to create Biosphere Reserve, if
they do not have any one already.
Build capacities of stakeholders for the designation, and subsequent management of
Biosphere Reserves.
Work out an incentive package for the promotion of Biosphere Network, keeping in view
the ground reality that Nations with different levels of socio-economic development
respond differently to the need for the creation of Biosphere Reserves
Develop guidelines for the management planning of Biosphere Reserves, again keeping in
view the level of dependence of communities on natural resources
Develop and follow mechanisms for the establishment and management of Trans-
boundary Biosphere Reserves
Provide a visible coordination support for the designation and financing of Trans-
boundary Biosphere Reserves, the establishment of a Biosphere Reserve fund/SACAM
Trust Fund, local Man and Biosphere Committees.

Member Countries (Collectively)
Arrange a meeting between relevant individuals/institutions of member countries for
them, especially on the Biosphere Day, to discuss their issues and seek solutions
regarding the identification and establishment of Biosphere Reserves in general and trans-
boundary Biosphere Reserves in particular with concrete action plan for the next 20 years
Formulate an expert group, comprising of lead persons from individual member countries
for them to exchange views periodically and discuss and monitor progress related to the

establishment and management of Biosphere Reserves in individual countries.
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Seek the support of the above Lead Group to formulate outlines of proposals that need to
be floated for seeking financial support

Member Countries (Individual)

Develop capacities of relevant individuals and institutions that are seriously lacking at the
moment in relation to the concept, criteria, identification of suitable sites, dossier
development, management planning, obtaining financial support and subsequent
management of biosphere Reserves. Develop materials/manuals etc. that will address the
respective needs

Focal Ministries/Departments/Institutions may ensure of working in collaboration with
relevant organizations in the public and private sectors and for this purpose, there must be
a technical committee, comprising of members from the national Man and Biosphere
Committee and experts on different components of the National Environment.
Recommendations of this committee must formulate agenda for the National Man and
Biosphere meeting and be involved in the monitoring process of various Biosphere
Reserves, their establishment and management.

Promote research and education, training and awareness at relevant levels.

Projects and programmes, addressing sectors related to Biosphere reserve may work in
coordination with each other.

Provide update/news related to biosphere reserves (SACAM/National MAB Programme)

27



LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
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S.No Name Designation/ Address Contact No Email
Inaugural Participants
1. His Excellency Zahid | Federal Miniter for 051-9202790,051- minister@most.gov.pk
Hamid Science & Technology, 9208026
Islamabad
2. Mr. Kamran Ali Federal Secretary, 051-9210208 051- secymost@maost.gov.pk
Qureshi MoST, Chairman 9203416
National MAB
Committee-Pakistan
3. Dr. Khalil Ahmed Chairman, PSF/ 051-9204522 k_ibupoto@yahoo.com
Ibupoto SACAM, Co-Chair
National MAB
Committee-Pakistan
4. Mr. Han Qunli Secretary, MAB +33678554273 g-han@unesco.org
Programme, UNESCO +33183064639
Headquarters, Director,
Division of Ecological &
Earth Sciences, France
5. Dr. Kozue Kay Director UNESCO- 051-111-710-745 islamabad@unesco.org
Nagata Pakistan
6. Dr. Ram Boojh Secretary SACAM, +91 9910020449 r.boojh@unesco.org;
UNESCO Office +91 522 4064195 ramboojhl@yahoo.com
New Delhi
7. Dr. Muhammad Director/Focal Person 03455462287 rafique59@yahoo.com
Rafique MAB-Pakistan 051-9252268
International Participants from Member States
8. Mr. Sholingapuram Director (Scientific) 9968287389 sv.reddy@nic.in
Venkata Reddy Ministry of Environment | 91-11-26179578 svreaddy 1958 2000@yahoo.
and Forests, com
India
9. Mr. Sasan Rabieh Shahrak e Ekbatan, B1, +98-916 302 2028 srabieh@yahoo.com
ENT. 17, No. s_rabieh@sbu.ac.ir
567,Tehran, Iran
10. Ms. Mehrasa Technical Expert for 0098-912-499130 mehrasa.mehrdadi@gmail.co
Mehrdadi Habitats and Protected m
Areas
Iranian Biosphere
Reserves National
Coordinator, Iran
11. Mr. Arjun Dhakal Director/SEEPORT 0097-9841209328 arjun.dhakal@gmail.com,
Nepal Environmental 00977-15592949 ness@maos.com.np
and Scientific Services
(NESS)
NESS Premise,
Thapathali
Kathmandu, Nepal
12. Mr. Roman Jashenko | Kazakhstan National +7 701 723 9525 rjashenko@kazmab.kz
MAB Committee +7 727 2423973 romajashenko@yahoo.com
93 Al-Farabi Ave.,
Institute of Zoology,
Almaty, Kazakhstan
13. Mr. Jafar Pouya Planning Officer, 0093(0)789966303 unesco.natcom@moe.gov.af
Planning Division
National Environment
Protection Agency
Kabul, Afghanistan
14. Ms. Muhsina Abdul Environment Analyst +9607707931 muhsina.abdulrahman@enviro
Rahman Biodiversity +9603018347 nment.gov.mv

Conservation Unit/
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Environment
Department
Male, Maldives

15. Mr. ILA.U. Nimal Department of Botany +94812394521 savnim@gmail.com
Gunatilleke Faculty of Science Fax:+94812388018
University of Peradeniya | Fax;+94812389026
Peradeniya-20400
Sri Lanka
16. Mr. Ratu Wangchuk Deputy Chief Forestry 975-02-325042/324131 | ratutnp@gmail.com
Officer Fax:97-02-335806
Wildlife Conservation
Division
Department of Forest
and Park Services
Post Box No. 130
Thimphu, Bhutan.
National Experts
17. Dr. Ghulam Akbar Sr. Director 051-2270020-3 gakbar@wwf.org
/National Programme 0345-8228526
Manager,
Pakistan Wetlands
Programme
18. Prof. Dr. Pirzada Director, Center of 0300-2581121 jamal.siddiqui@yahoo.com
Jamal Siddiqui Excellence in Marine 021-99261551
Biology, University of
Karachi
19. Dr. A Aleem 84-B-111 Johar Town, 0300-4259687 aleemcl@gmail.com
Chaudhary Lahore 042-35202375
042-35171923
20. Dr. Mumtaz Malik House No 51, 0300-9590821 malik.mumtaz47@gmail.com
Street No. 5,
Phase V, Bahria Town,
Islamabad
21, Mr. Ashiq Ahmad House No 139, St No 11, | 0321-5932456 ashigahmed@gmail.com
Khan Sector H-1, Phase Il
Hayatabad, Peshawar
22. Prof. Dr. Muhammad | Vice Chancellor, 021-99261336-37 vc@uok.edu.pk
Qaiser Karachi University
Karachi
23. Prof. Z.B. Mirza House#229/B, Street # 4, | 051-5105692 zbmirzal936@gmail.com
F-10/3, Islamabad 0300-9762801
24, Dr. Ali Nawaz Director, Snow Leopard | 051-4863830-31 nawazma@gmail.com
Foundation, 17 North 0332-5444230
Service Road 1-8/3
Islamabad
25. Dr. Magsood Anwar | Associate Professor, 0334-5434784 magsoodanwar@uaar.edu.pk
Department of Wildlife 051-9291021
Management, UAAR,
Rawalpindi
26. Mr. Babar Khan NLI Colony, Near 03125088876 babarwwf@gmail.com
Imamia Eid Gah 05811-455658
Shahrae Quaid-e-Azam 05811-455725
Jatial, Gilgit.
27. Melad ul Karim Programme Manager 03025430003 melad@akrsp.org.pk
High Value Agriculture | 03453762487

and Food Security

Chief Technical Advisor
Aga Khan Rural Support
Programme (AKRSP)

051-2100645-6

National Participants
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28. Mr. Amjad Hussain Joint Scientific Adviser, | 051-9202225 jsa-il@most.gov.pk
(IL), Most
29. Dr. Ahsan Feroze Deputy Scientific
Adviser, MoST
30. Haider Zaman Member Finance, PSF
Khattak
31. Ghazala Roohi Curator, ESD, PMNH
32. Mr. Abdul Rahim Director, PSD, PMNH
Rajpar
33. Dr. H. U. Khan Secretary, PSF
34. Mr. Raza Shah National Professional
Officer UNESCO-PAK
35. Ms. Farida Yasmeen | Project Assistant
UNESCO-Pak
36. Mr. Junaid Naseem Knowledge Platform and
Database Specialist
UNESCO-Pakistan
37. Ms. Asma Younas Research Associate
Watershed
UNESCO-Pakistan
National MAB Committee Participants
38. Dr. Khalil Ahmed Chairman, PSF/ 051-9204522 k_ibupoto@yahoo.com
Ibupoto SACAM, Co-Chair
National MAB
Committee-Pakistan
39. Mr. Abdul Razzaq Director, 03458905065
Wildlife and Fisheries
Department, AJK
40. Mr. Taj Muhammad Chief Conservator, 0301-3798840 ssaghal978@gmail.com
Forests & Wildlife 081- 9201137
Department, Balochistan
41, Mr. Mohammad Ayaz | Project Manager/Deputy | 091-9212084 ayazkhan71@yahoo.com
Khan Conservator 0343-9546635
Nizampur Wildlife Park
Nowshera District
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
42. Mr. Khadim Hussain | Secretary, Forests, 058811-920229 khsaleem73@gmail.com
Saleem Wildlife, and
Environment, Chinar
Bagh, Gilgit
43. Dr. Muhammad Afzal | Punjab Forest Research 03007987519 directorpfri@yahoo.com
Institue directorpfri@gmail.com
44, Mr. Abdul Jabbar Deputy Secretary 03003130812 ajkazie5@gmail.com
Qazi (Technical) Department | 021-99203900
of Forests and Wildlife,
Sindh
45. Mr. Muhammad Irfan | Director General, 051-9245528
Tariq Climate Change and
Environment, Ministry
of Climate Change,
Islamabad
46. Mr. Mahmood Akhtar | Country 051-2271027-34 mahmood.cheema@iucn.org
Cheema Representative/Manager
IUCN, Islamabad
47. Mr. Ali Hassan Habib | Director General, WWF- | 042-111-993-725 info@wwf.org.pk
Pakistan,
Lahore
48. Naeem Ashraf Raja Director, Zool. Survey 0300-9705056 azammirza61@yahoo.com

Department, Simly Dam
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Road, Kalma Chowk
Barakhou, Islamabad

49, Mr. Muhammad D G, PMNH 051-9252086 dg@pmnh.gov.pk
Akhtar Javed
50. Dr. Muhammad Director/Focal Person 03455462287 rafique59@yahoo.com
Rafique MAB-Pakistan 051-9252268
MAB Secretariat Participants
51. Dr. Muhammad Director/Focal Person 03455462287 rafique59@yahoo.com
Rafique MAB-Pakistan 051-9252268
52. Dr. Khalid Mahmood | Curator, ZSD, PMNH 051-9252084 dkmahmood@msn.com
03335410746
53. Dr. Mirza Habib Ali Principal Scintific 03215669470
Officer, PSF
54. Mr. M. Asif Khan Associate Curator, ZSD, | 03145223934 masifzai@hotmail.com
PMNH
55. Dr. Rizwana Khanum | Research Associate, 03445506366
BSD, PMNH
56. Mr. Mishkat Ullah Research Associate, 03455191003 mishkatullah@gmail.com
ZSD, PMNH
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Daily Times

ISLAMABAD

Inl.mml).ul | \luh.nrr.un 22,14

35 Wednesday, November 27, 2013

Two-day SACAM beglns in Islamabad

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: A two-day 5th
meeting of The South and Central
Asia Man and Biosphere Network
(SACAM) organised by the
Ministry  of  Science and
Technology, and UNESCO started
on Tuesday.

Federal Minister for Science
and Technology Zahid Hamid was
the chief guest on the inaugural
session. Highlighting the primary
theme of the meeting
‘Harmonising Community
Livelihood with Biodiversity
Conservation” the minister said
that local communities had to play
an important role in biodiversity
conversation. “We have to use the
most suitable and appropr
method of harmonising biodiver
ty conservation by fulfilling the

ced of the local communities.”

Pakistan only two
Biosphere Reserves 1) The Lal
Sohanra National Park located in
Cholistan Desert which was
approved by UNESCO in 1977

d 2) the Juniper forest of Zi
believed to be the second lar

juniper forest of its Kind in the
world, which was approved in
May, 2013.

The minister disclosed that
Pakistan had prepared requisite doc-
s. including a Management
. for approval of the Karakoram
Pamir Biosphere Reserve in Gilgit
Baltistan which would be the third
Biosphere Reserve in Pakistan. This
area had a tremendous potential for
scientific research on  climate
chan me livelihood and
ecosystems.

About the second theme of the
n ‘Biodiversity  and
Eme Global  issues  in
Biosphere Reserves’ the minister
wared about the global warming
and resultant climate change
which was a very serious phenom
enon the world was facing en
block. effecting all the socio-eco
nomic sectors, including agricul
d food production, water
m, biodiversity
! human health

€80
infrastructure

He stated that Pakistan being
a developir in a sim
tlar situaty l\.\\ (hr least
contribution to global warming

ie. ranked at | 2035 and perhaps sooner is
carbon dioxide t  high But m & subsequer

is faced with severe climate ment (i~ 2010), the IPCC b
changes d has been ranked larif hat while widespre:

third in the list of most vul
ble countries to ¢limate cha
A recent report from World Bank

wamed Pdl.ul.l.y of the existence
of hh major rishs related to cli
rise in sea level,

temperature and higher

l'rvqu. 1oy n‘ "uml\h ed.  Maort i the Filth h
A; gport (2013) the by
TPCC hat feclared tha ere

higher  the Himalayan glacie
report had been poorly substantiat-  Reserves. This would also be in

clacier

s from these glaci

\n the 2007

as robu:
continue to shrink and
but that there were
regional
Other papers/
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¢ eastern and

Himalay

al  h
ppearto ¢
that have
century
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at a slower rate than those in
east and in some cases ad

aplementing

which 1s beir
Ministry of Science and
Technology for the establishment

the melting of ic development of the country

have also  Federal Sectary for Scien

similar nelusions.  Technology Kamran Al Qureshi

Iilighted the
¥

lose i awareness. regarding the global

lobal warming

1 equilibrium with the cur
and may be retreating
the
ncing
The minister for- science and

1 snow cover over  technology said that he was certain

projected to  that the recommendations of the
experts will be of great benefit to ||
the government of Pakistan in ||

ans for the man
Biospheres

7

¢ with the national agenda set
“Pritie Minister Nawaz Sharif |
mpleniented by the

ustainable science

2
2
z

ion |

d |

Speaking at the oc

sportance of the
ted the role of
att v.ll and international
nisations for the public |

of climate change and

Deteriorating ecosystem: Pakistan at high risk

RECORDER REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Speakers at the inau-
gural session of the 5th South and
Central Asia Man and Biosphere
Network (SACAM) meeting warned
that the South and East Asian countries
are most vulnerable due to the deterio-
rating ecosystem and Pakistan in this
context is at high risk.

They said that the receding of glaciers
in the northern arcas has resulted in dev-
astating floods in the recent past, which
destroyed settlements and agriculture
lands causing serious problem to the
national economy and revenue collee-
tion from agriculture sector.

The two-day meeting was organised
by Ministry of Science and
Technology(MoST), Pakistan Science
Foundation (PSF), Pakistan Museum of
Natural History (PMNH) and UNESCO
where participants would discuss about
SACAM progress and future plans, har-

£ e

of

with biodiversity conservation in the
context of biosphere reserves, new
trends in Man and Biosphere Reserves

SACAM Network. Officials and repre-
sentatives of the ministry for science and
technology, PSF, Unesco and represen-
tatives from the member states including
Pakistan,  India,  Kuazakhstan,
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Iran,
Maldives, Nepal, and Sri Lanka partici-
pated in the meeting. The chair of the
SACAM has been handed over to
Pakistan for the next two years.
Addressing on the occasion, Federal
Minister for Science and Technology
Zahid Hamid said the g is

of the country as well as the vision for a
better Pakistan and better world. Zahid
Hamid said Unesco Biosphere Reserves
are model regions for sustainable devel-
opment, They protect biodiversity, sup-
port regional marketing and promote
low-impact tourism as well as innova-
tive and environment-friendly agricul-
ture, he said.

Highlighting the importance of cli-
mate ch.mgc desertification and water
shortage in today world the minister

preparing a document for the approval of
the ion of the Karak Pamir

su’cssod that lop is
the altemative solution to the

desertification, land erosion and
droughts etc.

Chairman PSF Dr Khalil Ahmed
Ibupoto said the adoption of Agenda 21
in Rio de Janeiro prompted nece
changes in political reasoning and
action. The world community has recog-
nised that without th|< dmu of diree-
tion towards

2

Unesco’s Man and the Biosphere
Program, as being uniquely important
culturally and ccologically, while pro-
moting solutions to reconcile the conser-
vation of biodiversity with its sustain-

able use”.
Dr  Kozue Kay  Nagata,
l)mum Representative  Unesco
bad said that SACAM is a

life would not be worth living for future
generations, he said, adding that climate
change and biodiversity loss were recog-
nIICd as being the most urgent global

Biosphere Reserve in the Northern
Pakistan. Referring to the Global Climate
Risk Index developed by German watch,
he said that since 1992-2011, Thailand,
Cambodia, Pakistan, El Salvador and the
Philippines were-imong the most affect-
ed countries due to climate change and
environmental degradation which he said
Is a great concern. He said this forum

1 global climate change. He
said a further important aspect of bios-
phere reserves is to look at cultural land-
scapes. There is a common recognition
around the world that the diversity of life
involves both the biological dlvusu)
and cultural diversity, he added.

Kamran Ali Qureshi Sccretary MoST
said sustainable use of natural resources
through commumuu involvement is

g

would provide a good [{
work logcther to mitigate the risks relat-
ed

(BRs) and progress in member coun-
tries, biodiversity and emerging global
issues in the BRs as well as country pre-
sentations, networking session and
group discussion on strengthening

The minister funlwr said that the min-
istry is working on the national agenda
to have a sound and sustainable science
and lechnoluglcal (S&T) mscarch base
to achieve socio-economic dc»clopmcm

vital to biodiversity conservation on
which the future of our coming genera-
tions hinges upon. He said the commu-
nities have proved the best preservation
of their arcas of biodiversity. He
remarked that if we will not develop a
sustainable eco-system then we will
have to face the music in the form of

problems.

He said in one year it has been able to
get designation of one biosphere reserve,
i.e. Ziarat Juniper Biosphere Res
from Unesco, submitted nomination of
another biosphere i.c. Karakoram Pamir
Biosphere Reserve and reviewed status
of already declared Biosphere Reserve,
the Lal Sohanara Biosphere Reserve.

Secretary SACAM Ram Boojh,
Secretary Man and the Biosphere
(MAB) Program Unesco Qun Lt Han,
UNESCO Pakistan Country Director Dr
KK Nagata, PMNH Director General
Akhter Javed and Country Focal Person
MAB Pakistan Dr Rafiq also spoke on
the occasion. They said the biosphere
reserves are areas of terrestrial and
coastal ecosystems, ‘recagnised by

remarkable platform of MAB profe:
stonals, conservationists, scientists,
research students of the member states
and that the programme is progressing
well. As a result of these cfforts, this
year, Ziarat Juniper Forest of
Balochistan, the second largest juniper
forest in the world, has been declared
Biosphere Reserve and included in the
World Network of Biosphere Reserves,
Han Qunli, Director, Division of
Ecological and Earth Sciences and
Secretary, MAB Programme at Unesco
said that the World Network of
Biosphere Reserves as of today has 621
sites in |17 countries, and the number is
continued to increase, with also the new
sites from South and Central Asian
countries. Biosphere Reserves are desig-
nated for conservation of both b|o|oucal
diversity and cultural diversity, and for
testing new w ays and solutions for local
sustainable development agenda.
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ISLAMABAD—The Ministry
of Science and Technology
(MoST) is working on the

il _national agenda to have a

sound and sustainable sci-
€énce and  technological
(S&T) research base to
achieve socio-economic de-
velopment of the country as
well as the vision for a better
Pakistan and better world,
said Federal Minister for Sci-
ence and Technology Mr
Zahid Hamid on Tuesday.
He was addressing the
inaugural session of the
South and Central Asia Man

Biosphere (MAB)

session of the 2-day South and Central Asia Man and Biosphere (MAB) Network’s Network’s (SACAM) Sth

(SACAM) Sth Meeting.

Meeting at a local hotel. The

two-day meeting was orga-
nized by MoST, Pakistan Sci-
ence Foundation (PSF), Pa-
kistan Museum of Natural
History (PMNH) and
UNESCO. Chairman National
MAB Committee/Secretary
MoST Mr. Kamran Al
Qureshi, Co-Chairman Na-
tional MAB Committee/PSF
Chairman Dr. Khalil Ahmed
Ibupoto, Secretary SACAM
Mr. Ram Boojh, Secretary
MAB Program UNESCO Mr.
Qun Li Han and UNESC
Pakistan Country Director
Dr. K.K. Nagata were also
present on this occasion.
While appreciating the
efforts of National MAB com-
mittee Pakistan, all the prov-
inces of Pakistan, UNESCO

Pakistan, the Sccretary MoST
and Chairman PSF for joining
hands to activating the efforts
of MAB-Pakistan for achiev-
ing the goal of sustainable de-
velopment of natural re-
sources, the Minister hoped
that present SACAM meeting
will serve as a catalyst for
achieving the goal ‘of “Harmo-
nizing Community Livelihood
with Biodiversity Conserva-
tion™, which is the theme of
this moot

Mr. Zahid Hamid said
UNESCO Biosphere Re-
serves are modcl regions for

Sustainable S&T research base to
achieve socio-economic development

environment friendly agricul-
ture, he said, adding, they
advance education and re-
search and interact in a world
network, They are particularly
important today in times of
obvious climate change, de-
sertification and water short-
age, the minister maintained.

He stressed that sustain-
able development is the al-
termative solution to encoun-
ter the escalating global cli-
mate change. He said a fur-
ther important aspect of bio-
sphere reserves is to look at
cul(ur.\l Iandscapcs There is

They protect blodncvsnv
support regional markcung
and promote low-impact tour-
ism as well as innovative and

around the world lhal the di-
versity of life involves both
the biological diversity and
cultural diversity, he added.
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La

 ISLAMAB AD: United Nation Education _the Northern Pakmtan Refen'ﬁug to the Glob-
Scientific ultural am g og “al %@ate Risk Wdcvﬁog by Ge %11
(UNESCO) Science Found he said that since 1992-2011, al-ﬂ

(PSF) {(;mtly orgamsed the Sth meeting of land, Cambodia, Pakistgn, El Salvador and

the Philippines were among the most affected
. Officials and representatives of the min- countries due to climate change and environ-
istry for science and technology, PSF, mental degradation which he said is a great

SACA!

UNESCO and representatives from the mem-
ber states including Pakistan, India, Kaza-
khstan, Afghanistan, Bangladesh Bhutan,

network in Islamabad.

concern.

He said this forum would provide a good |
opportunity to work together in order to miti-

Iran, Maldives, Nepal, and Sri Lanka along gate the risks related to climate change.

with Pakistani conservationists, scientists,’

The chair of the SACAM has been hand-

and environmentalists participated in the ed over to Pakistan for the next two years. In
this context, the Chairman National MAB

meetmg

eaking on the gccasion, chief guest, .

- Committee and Secretary for Ministry of Sci-

ZahulJ Hamid, Federal Minister for Science cnce and Technology, Kamran Ali Qureshi,

ology said ng-g;w privi- —extended.

lege Eor him 1o be attending the 1 fgamg He  chair, for :f?om’«tﬁn 2
thanked all the stakeholders including He said that the South and East Asian
MAB network delegates from other coun- countries are most vulnerable because of the
tries, UNESCO and PSF for ‘organising and _deteriorating ecosystem and Pakistan-in this
supporting biodiversity initiative in the context is at high risk. He said that the reced-
region. He said that local community is ing of glaciers in the northern areas has result-
playing an important role in protecting the ed in devastating floods in the recent past,
biodiversity. which distroyed settlements and agriculture

‘He said the government is preparing a lands causing serious problem in the national
document for the approval of the protection of economy and revenue collectlon from agri-
the Karakoram Pamir Blosphere Reserve in culture sector. - NNI

‘contributions.
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Pakistan at ‘high risk’
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The United Nation Education Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
and Pakistan Science Foundation (PSF)
jointly organized the Sth meeting of
SACAM network in Islamabad on Mon-

community is playing an important role
in protecting the biodiversity.

He said that the governmentis prepar-
ing a document for the approval of the
protection of the Karakoram Pamir Bios-
phere Reserve in the northern Pakistan.

The chair of the SACAM has been
handed over to Pal for the next two

day.

Officials and representatives of the
ministry for science and technology,
PSF, UNESCO and representatives from
the member states including Pakistan, In-
dia, Kazakhstan, Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Iran, Maldives,
Nepal, and Sri Lanka along with Pakistani
conservationists, scientists, and envi-
ronmentalists participated in the meet-
ing.

Speaking on the occasion, Zahid Hamid,
Federal Minister for Science and Tech-
nology, said that it is a great privilege for
him to be attending the meeting. He
thanked all the stakeholders including
MAB network delegates from other
countries, UNESCO and PSF for organ-
izing and supporting biodiversity ini-
tiative in the region. He said that local

years. Chairman of Nationat MAB Com-
mittee and Secretary for Ministry of
Science and Technology, Kamran Ali
Qureshi, said that the South and East
Asian countries are most vulnerable
and “Pakistan in this context is at high
risk”. He said that the receding of glaciers
in the northern areas has resulted in
devastating floods in the recent past,
which destroyed settlements and agri-
culture lands causing serious problem
in the national economy and revenue
collection from agriculture sector. In her
address, Dr. Kozue Kay Nagata, Direc-
tor/Representative UNESCO Islamabad
said that SACAM is a remarkable plat-
form of MAB professionals, conserva-
tionists, scientists, research students of
the member states and that the pro-
gramme is progressing well.
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ISLAMABAD (NNI): United Nation
Education Scientific and Cultural Organi-
zation (UNESCO) and Pakistan Science
Foundation (PSF) jointly organized, the
5th meeting of SACAM networlg in
Islamabad. Officials and representatives
of the ministry for science and technf)lo-
gy, PSF, UNESCO and repres.cn_gapves
from the member s includ; - -
istan, In@, K ah, Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Iran, M.aldlves,
Nepal, and Sri Lanka along with Pak-
istani conservationists, scientists, and
environmentalists participated in the
meeting. Speaking on the occasion, chief
guest, Zahid Hamid, Federal Minis{er.for
Science and Technology said that it is a
great privilege for him to be attending the
meeting. He thanked all the stakeholders
| including MAB network delegates from
| other countries, UNESCO and P_SF for
organizing and supporting biodiversity
initiative in the region. He said that local
community is playing an important role

Pakistan assumes charge
of SACAM Chair -

in protecting the biodiversity. 1

He said the government is preparing

a document for the approval of the pro-
tection of the Karakoram Pamir Bios-
phere Reserve in the Northern Pakistan.
Referring to the Global Climate Risk
Index developed by Germanwatch, he
said that since 1992-2011, Thailand,
Cambodia, Pakistan, El Salvador and the
Philippifiés were among the most affect-
ed countries due to climate change and
environmental degradation which he said
is a great concern. He said this forum
would provide a good opportunity to
work together in order to mitigate the
risks related to climate change.

The chair of the SACAM has been
handed over to Pakistan for the next two
years. In this context, the Chairman
National MAB Committee and Secretary
for Ministry of Science and Technolog)/,
Kamran Ali Qureshi, extended his grati-
tude to Iran, the outgoing chair, for its
outstanding contributions.
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